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INTRODUCTION LAT

The growing Latino population in the U.S. presents o
many opportunities as well as challenges for our
nation. One challenge in particular, health insurance
coverage, is examined in this fact sheet.

IMMIGRATION STATUS AND BARRIERS TO
COVERAGE

e The foreign-born U.S. population is about 2.5 times
more likely to be uninsured than the native-born
population: 33.8% of the foreign-born population
are uninsured compared to 13.2% of the native-
born population (Figure 1).?
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007.

e Naturalization status is directly correlated to an
individual’s health insurance coverage: 45% of non-
U.S. citizens lacked insurance in 2006 compared to
16.4% of naturalized citizens.? o

e Documented immigrants are 11% less likely than
the U.S.-born population to have a usual source of
health care. Undocumented immigrants are 20% o
less likely than the U.S.-born population to have a
usual source of health care.?

e Many immigrants face eligibility restrictions for CHI
public health coverage through Medicaid and the
State Children’s Heath Insurance Plan, so the
continuing decline in employer-sponsored health
coverage in the U.S. is a particularly acute problem
for immigrant families.*

e Of the 4.8 million Californians interviewed in 2005,
21%, or 1,038,000, were undocumented immigrant
adults. 3% or 136,000 of the uninsured were
undocumented children.?
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in the United States B

CONCLUSION

While barriers to health care affect all people living
and working in the U.S., they affect the poorest and
most vulnerable populations, including immigrants,
most acutely. Latino immigrants, who represent

a large and growing population in the U.S., face a
disproportionate number of health care obstacles
when compared to other ethnic groups. Therefore,
understanding the factors that influence Latino
immigrants’ health status is essential to creating
appropriate and effective health care policy
interventions.
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